Provincial Travellers (1605-1657)

science was oppressed " with ceremony or
observance." The state of the country with
regard to crime was excellent. Murder and
violent theft was almost unknown; though, on
the other hand, minor breaches of morality
like "cozenage or bargaining " were so frequent
that " caveat emptor5) had perforce to be the
guiding star of all purchasers. Though the
kingdom itself was independent, we learn that
the proximity of the powerful Mogul province
of Bengal compelled the King to be constantly
on his guard against encroachment or attack.
The general impression which we gather from
Methold's account is that Golconda was an
exceedingly flourishing State, and that miser-
able though the lot of the ryot was, it was pre-
ferable to or at least not worse than that of the
ryot in a Mogul province, while the lot of the
richer middle class was distinctly better,

Our next traveller takes us to the southern-
most part of Bengal. " I being in the country of
Coromandell with six Englishmen more, at a
place called Massalipatam, a great town of
merchandise, Mr John Norris the agent there
was resolved to send two merchants into Ben-
gala." In these words William Bruton tells how
it came about that in 1632 he made a journey to
Cuttadb The leader of the little expeditio^
was a factor named Ralph Cartwright. Off
Harssapur, in the course of their voyage, a
Portuguese frigate attacked them, and a